A. 1740.]          DEBATK ON NEW-RAISED MEN,                       63

another, can only be for a time interrupted, but is in no
danger of being invaded by any rival, or lost by disuse, at
least requires our consideration, and we ought to make
war with the utmost frugality, against a people whom no
hostilities can really impoverish, whose commerce may be
said to lie at rest rather than to be shackled, as it will rise
into greater vigour at the end of the war, and whose trea-
sures, though the want of them is a present inconvenience,
are only piled up for a time of security,

As the only method, sir, of reducing this nation, must
be that of invading its colonies, and dismembering its pro-
vinces, by which the chief persons will be deprived of their
revenues, and a general discontent be spread over the
people, the forces which are levied for this expedition, an
expedition on which so much of the honour of our arms
and the prosperity of our trade must necessarily depend,
ought to be selected with the greatest care, and disciplined
with the oxactest regularity,

On this occasion, therefore, it is surely improper to em-
ploy troops newly collected from shops and villages, and
yet more irrational to trust them to the direction of boys
called on this occasion from the frolicks of a school, or
forced from the bosoms of their mothers, and the softness
of the nursery. It is not without compassion, compassion
very far extended, that I consider the unhappy striplings
doomed to a camp, from whom the sun has hitherto been
screened, and the wind excluded, who have been taught,
by many tender lectures, the unwholesomeness of the
evening mists and the morning dews, who have been
wrapt in furs in winter, and cooled with fans in summer,
who have lived without any fatigue but that of dress, or
any care but that of their complexion.

Who can forbear, sir, some degree of sympathy, when
he sees animals like these taking their last farewell of the
maid that has fed them with sweetmeats, and defended
them from insects; when he sees them drest up in the
habiliments of soldiers, loaded with a sword, and invested
with a command, not to mount the guard at the palace,
nor to display their lace at a review; not to protect ladies